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thus helping to introduce into Turkey the progress of
the Occidental world. I may be pardoned, since we are
treating here of the political action exercised by the Ar-
menians in the Orient, for citing the work of my father,
the author of the judicial reform in Egypt. By creating,
nearly fifty years ago, mixed reform tribunals, com-
posed in part of European magistrates, Nubar Pasha
assisted very materially in the introduction of law into
Egypt, without which, the country never would have been
able to enter into the path of modern progress and attain
the degree of civilization and prosperity which we wit-
ness today.
Finally, if we consider the economic, industrial and
commercial field proper, we see that the Armenians have
also held a predominant place there. They represented
before the war only two and one half million in the total
population of twenty-two million in the Ottoman Empire,
and yet they have controlled nearly all the domestic com-
merce and two thirds of the import and export commerce.
They have established very important houses in England,
in Italy, in France, in the two Americas, in Egypt, and
in all the ports of the Levant. It is the same in the pro-
fessions and the manual trades which require dexterity
and some education. The goldsmith, silversmith, jew-
elers, sculptors, and mechanics of Turkey have been for
the most part Armenians.
From the preceding statements it may be inferred that
the Armenian element has been without a doubt a con-
structive element in the intellectual, political, and eco-
nomic life of the Ottoman Empire.
To set forth the aspirations of the Armenians of Tur-
key, and especially to make their legitimacy clear, it is
necessary to recall that during more than five centuries
they lived under the Ottoman yoke, oppressed, exposed
to all kinds of vexations, and to all kinds of iniquities.
It may be said that, for the Armenians, law, justice,

